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CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, BAKERSFIELD 
ACADEMIC SENATE 

        
AAC 

 
Approval of the Minor in Environmental Sustainability 

 
RES 222329 

 
RESOLVED:   That the CSUB Academic Senate approve the proposed Minor in 

Environmental Sustainability; and be if further resolved 

RESOLVED:   That the Sustainability Committee be encouraged to review the course options 
within the minor during the 25/26 academic year to determine 

• if the content of courses currently in the minor have sufficient 
focus on sustainability-related learning outcomes to make their 
inclusion in the minor appropriate, and 

• if changes to the minor to increase coherence for both students and 
potential employers is merited.  

 

RATIONALE:   The proposed minor addresses an important community need and can be 
implemented using already authorized resources. Every level of review has 
found it to be sound academically. Approving this minor may also allow the 
GE Theme S minor to focus exclusively on social justice, providing two 
options for minors with more coherence than the current Theme S minor.  

 

Attachments: 
CSUB Changes to Degree Form Final Sust Minor 
Updated Table AAC recommendations 
 
Approved by the Academic Senate May 4, 2023 
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Updated table, based on AAC recommendations. 
 
Students must choose one course from four out of five categories outlined in the table below 
(students need to cover 1 course each out of 4 categories). Existing Theme courses are 
highlighted in light green: 

Schools 
 

Programs Qualified 
Course 

Course Title Units Prerequisites Theme 
course 

1. A&H  Environmental 
Justice and Ethics/ 
Ecological 
Footprints and 
Human Lifestyle 

     

 Philosophy PHIL 3368 Environmental 
Philosophy 

3  yes, UD-C, 
Theme S 

 Philosophy PHIL 3358 Phil, Tech & our 
Future 

3  yes, UD-C 

 Religious Studies RS 3260 Indigenous Religious 
Traditions of the 
Americas 

3  no 

 Religious Studies RS 4528 Religion, Ethics, and 
Social Justice 

3 45 units and 
completion of 
LD area C 

yes, UD-C, 
Theme S 

2. NSME  Scientific Aspects 
related to 
Sustainability 

     

 Biology & Human 
Biology 

BIOL1039 Principles of Ecology 3 none no 

 Biology & Human 
Biology 

BIOL 3210 Human Ecology 3 BIOL 2210, 
BIOL 2220, and 
BIOL 2230 

no 

 Geology GEOL 2310 Introduction to Earth 
Science 

3  no 

 Geology GEOL 3310 Integrated Science – 
Earth Science 

3 Geol 2310 no 

 Geology GEOL 3318 California Geology 
and Society 

3 45 units and LD 
B completed 

no 

 Geology GEOL 2020 Introduction to 
Environmental 
Science 

3  no 

 Geology GEOL 2030 Introduction to 
Oceanography 

3  no 

 Geology GEOL 2050 Introduction to Soil 
Science 

4 GEOL2010 or 
permission 

no 

 Geology GEOL 3011 Natural History of 
National Parks 

4 GEOL2010 no 

 Geology GEOL 3339 Dinosaurs 3 45 units and LD 
B completed 

Yes, UPB, 
Theme S 

 Geology GEOL 4050 and 
4150 

GIS for Natural 
Sciences 

4  no 

 Science SCI 3009 California Natural 
History 

3 45 units and LD 
B completed 

yes, UD-B, 
Theme S 



 Science SCI 3129 Environmental 
Chemistry and 
Sustainability 

3 45 units and LD 
B completed 

yes, UD-B, 
Theme S 

 Science GEOL 3329 Water in the West 3 45 units and LD 
B completed 

yes UD-B, 
Theme S 

 Chemistry CHEM 3500 Foundations of Food 
Science 

 CHEM 1000 and 
1001, 2230, 
2400, 2900/2940 

No 
 

 Engineering ECE/ENGR 
1628 

Introduction to 
Engineering 

2 ECE/ENGR1618 no 

3. SS&E, 
A&H  

Historical and 
Social Science 
Components 
related to 
Sustainability 

     

 Anthropology ANTH 2308 Native People of 
Northern America 

3 Pre or Co-req 
A2 

Theme S 

 Anthropology ANTH 3318 Peoples of Mexico 3 45 units and LD 
D completed 

Theme S 

 Anthropology ANTH 3340 People and the 
Environment 

3 ENGL 1109 and 
C- or higher in 
one ANTH 
course 

no 

 Anthropology ANTH 3320  Native Peoples of 
California 

3 ANTH118 or 
permission of 
instructor 

no 

 Anthropology ANTH 4100 Cultural Resource 
Management 

3 ANTH118 or 
104, must be a 
sophomore 

no 

 Political Sciences PLSI 3648 Food Policy & 
Politics 

3 45 units and LD 
D completed 

yes, UD-D, 
Theme S 

 Political Sciences PLSI 3470 Environmental 
Politics 

3 Sophomore or 
higher 

no 

 Public Policy and 
Administration 

PPA 4690 Urban Planning and 
Public Policy 

3 must be 
sophomore 

no 

 Psychology PSYC 3648 Environmental 
Psychology 

3  GE-SELF 

 Psychology PSYC 2648 Living the Green Life 3  GE-SELF 
 Sociology SOC 4008 Society and the 

Natural Environment 
3 45 units and LD 

D completed; 
Pre or Co-req 
A2 

no 

 History HIST 4528  Plagues & Public 
Health 

3 45 units and LD 
C completed 

yes, UD-C 

 History  HIST 3258 The American 
Environment 

3 45 units and LD 
C completed 

yes, UD-C, 
Theme S 

4. SS&E, 
A&H  

Importance of 
Education, 
Communication, 
and Literature to 
promote 
Sustainability 

     

 English ENGL 3268 Writing Nature 3  yes, UD-C, 
Theme S 



 Communications COMM 3089 Communication and 
the Environment 

3  no 

5. BPA  Environmental 
Politics and 
Economic 
Development in 
the Anthropocene 

     

 Agricultural 
Business 

AGBS 3520 Economics of Ag. and 
Nat. Res. 

3 ECON 2018 no 

 Economics ECON 3508 Environmental 
Economy 

3 45 units and LD 
C completed 

yes, UD-D, 
Theme S 

 Economics ECON 3418 Energy Econ & Policy 3 45 units and LD 
C completed 

yes, UD-D, 
Theme S 

 Environmental 
Resource 
Management  

ERM 4110 Environmental Law 3  no 
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